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''calculated to annihilate totally the state governments, . . . Is
it to be supposed that one national government will suit so
extensive a country, embracing so many climates, and containing
inhabitants, so very different in manners, habits, and customs?"
Where in history was there any record of so large a country
governed without the loss of tie people's liberties? No man,
Mason said, was a "greater friend to a firm union of the American
states" than he, but he thought the union could be secured
without "hazarding the rights of the people." Taxation was
fundamental. The states ought to be asked to contribute the
amount required of each of them for the Federal government,
and only if they refused should Congress lay a direct tax on the
people.
On June 5 Pendleton replied to Henry's and Mason's argu-
ments that the new government was a threat with, the profound
observation: "There is no quarrel between government and
liberty; the former is the shield and protector of the latter. The
war is between government and licentiousness, faction, turbu-
lence, and other violations of the rules of society, to preserve
liberty." Under the Confederation the states had been living
without order or peace. The Constitution promised to bring
both. If not, it had been made by the people and could be
corrected by them.
Henry swung into one of his tremendous speeches, taking up
most of the day. As read now, he seems often shrill, prolix, and
theatrical; but as heard then he must have seemed like fire and
music. He warmed every prejudice in his hearers, and chanted
words that comforted them in their oldest prepossessions.
The Constitution, he said, was as "radical" as the resolution
"which separated us from Great Britain. . „ . The rights of con-
science, trial by jury, liberty of the press, all your communities
and franchises, all pretentions to human rights and privileges,
are rendered insecure, if not lost, by this change. ... Is this
tame relinquistment of rights worthy of freemen? ... It is said
eight states have adopted this plan. I declare that if twelve
states and a half had adopted it, I would with manly firmness,
and in spite of an erring world, reject it. ... Liberty, greatest
of all earthly blessings—give us that precious jewel, and you
may take every thing else! But I am fearful I have lived long
enough to become an old fashioned fellow,"

